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PREFACE

Career Education'- Is it good for kids? -- Thatis,a question that has
irompted many Of us-to search for a ereater understanding of the concept and to

reassess the types of'experiences our educational programs provide. This Search

is resulting in a growing commitmeftt to assure curriculum objecti and
activities that provide career education experiences for all stu

An exemplary project, Models Coy Career Education in Iowa, w Initiated -

in,1971 thru the Iowa Department of Public Instruction. The purpose of the
effort wasto research, define and describe an emerging concept of career edu-
cation and to suggest possible approaches for implementation in*grades K-8.
In 1972 the project Was expanded to include the curriculum of high school'
students.

:he 'project is sponsored by the Iowa Department-of Public Instruction in
cooperation .with Iowa State University and nine local school districts. The

project staff under the directionof Dr. Alan Kehler, Iowa State University, is
working with the following local schools: Shenandoah, Humboldt, Davenport,

. .

Marshalltown, Carroll, Sheldon, Osceola, South Winneshiek and Springlille Com.-
munity SChool Distritts. The.third pa.Ay evaluation is being, provided by the'

:owa Center for Research in School Administration
under.

the leadership of
'4

Dr. Ralph.Van Dusseldorp and Dr. Walter Foley.

A series of workshops were conducted iniXolvinE participating school staff
and outside resource persons with various backgrounds and expertise. These

workshops,have provided a multi-discipline approach in establishing under-
standing and agreement of a set of basic objectives of career education. During

summer,of 1973, staff from each of the nine districts'participated'in work-
..shops to prepare fi t dra'- curriculum materials for use in the r.Vppctj:ve

schdol settings duri 1973-,197 school year,

Thepublications Vlach follow were developed as part of the responsibility
of project participants and staff to provide visibility to the findings and
accomplishments of the project. Thesp guidelines and instructional materials
are provided at this time to assist lbcal school personnel interested in initi-
ating programs, services, and-activities for their students. , 7!

s

. ,
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Robert D. Benton, Ed-D.
'State Superintendent of
Public. instruction
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TO THE TEACHER

.

Information provided on the following. pages lists occuiations
typically identified as being a part-of the fifteen U. S. Office of
Education Occupational Clusters. Occupations listed are those that
are most common to the cluster and in the main, those that are found
in most communities in Iowa. The lists are by no means intOhded to,
be complete listings of all occupations within the cluster. The

user of this'pUblication is encouraged to add to the lists where he
or she feels it.appropriate to do so. A recommended resource for
identifying additional occupations is The Dictionary of Occupational
Titles.

Little cross-referencing kas.been done: You may note that some

occupations listed could also be listed in other clusters. Your

teaching objectives should dictate in which cluster the occupations
being considered should be covered.

The criteria used to set up the four levels of occupations were
as follows:

Level I (Self) liststhose occupations that the
student has direct contact with during his
'day.and those that directly affect his way
of life. These occupations should e very
visible occupations where something is being
made or done that the student can see.

-Level II (Family or Self) lists those occupations that
directly affect the student or his family.
These occupations should be thoe the student
can visualize in'a product or service.

Level III (Family or Community) liststhosd'occupitions
that affect the student indirectly through
his family orthe community.- These occupations
should lend themselves to field trips where
the student hasn't been before.

Level IV (Unknowns) lists those occupations that the
student may not"be aware of at all. These

occupations deal with more abstract types
of work and products.

.

The lists of occupationi on the following pages are meant to pro-
vide assistance to elementary and possibly junior high school teachers.
In situations where teachers teach in a given subject matter area, they
will need to select occupations that fit their subject matter areas
from all cluiter areas.

The publication Ycwas compiled by Phyllis Ahrends, assisted b
Dr. Eleanore Kohlmahn of Iowa State University, and the Career Educa-
tion projeqt staff.
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